Drug therapy for acute stroke.
Drug therapy for acute stroke will continue to evolve as major clinical trials are completed and compared. The efficacy of drug therapy discussed in this article focuses on preventing further thrombotic events through the use of anticoagulation and antithrombotic agents augmenting blood flow through recanalization and reperfusion therapies and protecting neurons damaged, but not destroyed using metabolic adjustment. As investigators provide information about how to alter chemical regimens to enhance recovery, it will be the primary responsibility of nursing to maintain vigilance and good judgment in keeping ourselves and the public informed about the therapeutic options available. We will need to further educate the public about the importance of early recognition of signs and symptoms. Stroke survivors and their families will depend upon us to keep them informed and involved, as will our professional colleagues. This article should provide updated knowledge about drug therapy that makes this possible.